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On July 6, in a letter forwarded to Defense Minister Gen. Rafael Samudio and Justice Minister
Enrique Low, Attorney General Horacio Serpa Uribe wrote that the multiple murders of peasants
in Colombia was part of a campaign orchestrated by a specific organization, which he reportedly
did not name. The objective of this campaign, said Serpa Uribe, is to terrorize individuals and entire
communities to prevent them from participating in political activities, associating with certain
political parties, or expressing any form of protest against existing economic arrangements. In
his communique, the attorney general said the organization in question has multi-million dollar
backing enabling it to maintain paramilitary squads in several regions of the country. Considering
the impunity in which they operate, he added, they clearly enjoy the protection or acquiescence
of influential citizens and government authorities at some level. The attorney general demanded
cooperation with his office from the defense, justice and interior ministries to "dismantle this
conspiracy against the nation" and prosecute all responsible persons. [On the same day, peasant
leader Juan de Dios Acosta Sanchez was shot to death outside his home in Convencion municipality,
northern region of Santander department.] (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 07/06/88)
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